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THE PURPOSE AND PLAN OF THE GOSPEL OF 

JOHN. 



By Ernest D. Burton, 
The University of Chicago. 



IV. THE PLAN OF THE GOSPEL* 

The structure of the gospel as it stands seems to be the 
result of three facts : the purpose which the evangelist had in 
mind in writing and the editors in publishing the book ; the 
existence of the material as it came to the editors in the form of 
isolated chapters or books ; and the influences already referred 
to as tending in some unknown way to disarrange the material. 
But these latter influences do not seem to have obscured the plan 
of the book beyond the possibility of easy recognition. The 
purpose of the author and the editors to set forth the evidence 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and to show the con- 
trasted effects of faith and unbelief is clearly discernible and 
affects both material and structure. The following is an attempt 
on the basis of the book as it stands to show its original plan as 
nearly as possible, but with suggestions in the footnotes of pos- 
sible restorations of the original order. 

ANALYSIS OF THE GOSPEL. 

I. The Prologue of the Gospel : The central doctrines 
of the book so expressed in terms of current thought as to 
relate the former to the latter and facilitate the transition 
from the latter to the former. I : i-i 8 

II. The Period of Beginnings : John bears his testimony ; 
Jesus begins to reveal himself ; faith is begotten in some, 
and the first signs of opposition appear. 1 : 19 — 4 : 54 

1. The testimony of John and the beginnings of faith in 

Jesus. 1 :io— 2: 12 

a. The testimony of John to the representatives of the 

Jews. 1 : 10-28 

*See the Biblical World, January, 1899, pp. 16-41. 
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b. John points out Jesus as the Lamb of God and the 

one whom he had come to announce. 1 : 29-34 

c. John points out Jesus to his own disciples, and two of 

them follow Jesus. 1:35-42 

d. Jesus gains two other followers. 1 : 43-51 

e. In Cana of Galilee Jesus first manifests his glory in a 

sign and strengthens the faith of his disciples. 2 : 1-12 
■2. Jesus in Jerusalem and Judea : Opposition and imperfect 

faith. 2 : 1 3 — 3 : 36 

a. The cleansing of the temple : opposition manifested. 2 : 13-22 

b. Unintelligent faith, based on signs, in Jerusalem. 2 : 23-25 

c. In particular, Nicodemus is reproved and instructed. 3:1-15 

d. The motive and effect of divine revelation in the Son. 3 : 16-21 * 7 

e. The further testimony of John the Baptist to his own 
inferiority and Jesus' superiority. 3 : 22-30 

/ The supreme character of the revelation in the Son. 3 : 3 1-36 ° 7 

3. Jesus in Samaria, and the beginnings of work in Galilee. chap. 4 

a. Jesus' self-revelation to the Samaritan woman, and 

the simple faith of the Samaritans. 4 : 1-42 

b. The reception of Jesus in Galilee, for the most part 
on the basis of signs seen, but in one case without 

waiting for such evidence. 4 : 43-54 

III. The Central Period of Jesus' Ministry, to the end 
of his public teaching : Jesus declares himself more and 
more fully, many believe on him and the faith of his disci- 
ples is strengthened, but the leaders of the nation reject 
him and resolve upon his death. chaps. 5-1 2 

1. The healing of the impotent man at the pool of Bethesda, 
raising the Sabbath question and then the question of 

Jesus' relation to his Father, God. chap. 5 * 

2. The feeding of the five thousand and attendant events 
leading to the discourse on Jesus as the Bread of Life, in 
consequence of which many leave him, but the Twelve 

believe in him more firmly. chap. 6 

3. The journey to the Feast of Tabernacles, and discussion 
concerning who Jesus is, whence he is, and whither he goes, chaps. 7, 8 *» 

2 ' Concerning these sections, see p. 35. 

* 8 With this chapter, 7 : 1 5-24 was probably originally connected. On this question 
and the relation of chaps. 5 and 6, see pp. 30 f. 

*> But these chapters, as they stand, apparently include three sections that do not 
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4. The healing of the man born blind, and the teaching of 
Jesus concerning himself as the Light of the World and 
concerning spiritual blindness. chap. 9 3° 

5. Discourse of Jesus at the Feast of Dedication concern- 
ing himself as the Good Shepherd and the Door of the 

Fold. chap. 10 31 

6. The raising of Lazarus, and the teaching of Jesus con- 
cerning himself as the Resurrection and the Life. chap. 1 1 

7. Jesus' last presentation of himself to the Jews of Jerusa- 
lem, chap. 12 

a. Jesus anointed by Mary at Bethany. 12 : 1-11 

b. The triumphal entry. 12 : 12-19 

c. The coming of the Gentiles to see Jesus: Jesus' 
announcement of his death and its results. 12 : 20-360 

d. The rejection of Jesus by the Jews ; its nature and 
explanation. 3 " 12:36^-50 

IV. The fuller Revelation of Jesus to his believing 

disciples. chaps. 13-17 

1 . The washing of the disciples' feet by Jesus, and the les- 
son of humility and service. 13:1-20 

2. The prediction of the betrayal, and the withdrawal of 

the betrayer. 1 3 : 2 1 -3 1 a 

3. The farewell discourses of Jesus. 13 : 31^ — 16 : 33 " 

4. The prayer of Jesus for his disciples. chap. 17 

V. The Culmination and apparent Triumph of hostile 

Unbelief. chaps. 18, 19 

1. The arrest of Jesus. 18 : 1-14 

properly belong to them : 7 : 15-24, which belongs with the fifth chapter ; 7 : 53 — 8 : 1 1, 
which does not properly belong to this gospel, though doubtless historical and prob- 
ably as old as the rest of the gospel; 8: 12-20, which seems to belong to chap. 9. 
Chap. 7 : 25-52 has also apparently suffered some transposition. See p. 31. 

3° With which, however, 10:19-21 and 8:12-20 are so evidently connected in 
subject as to suggest that they originally belonged to this chapter (see p. 31). 

3" Originally, perhaps, arranged 10 : 22-29 "» 1-18 ; 30-42. See p. 31. Concerning 
10 : 19-21, see previous note. 

3»Vss. 36^-43 are evidently a comment of the evangelist on the meaning of the 
events that precede. Vss. 44-50 are probably his summary of Jesus' whole teaching 
to the nation. The character of the whole passage 36^-50 indicates that it is felt to 
mark the conclusion of the history of Jesus' offer of himself to the nation. 

33 Concerning possible restorations of the original order here, see p. 32. 
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2. The trial before the Jewish authorities, and Peter's 

denial. 18:15-273* 

3. The trial before Pilate. 18 : 28 — 19 : 16 

4. The crucifixion. 19:17-30 

5. The burial. 19:31-42 

VI. The Triumph of Jesus over Death and his Ene- 
mies : The restoration and confirmation of faith. chap. 20 

1. The empty tomb. 20 : 1-10 

2. The appearance of Jesus to Mary. 20 : 11-18 

3. The appearance to the disciples, Thomas being absent. 20 : 19-25 

4. The appearance to Thomas with the other diciples. 20 : 26-29 

5. Conclusion of the gospel, stating the purpose for which 

it was written. 20:30, 31 

VII. Appendix. chap. 21 

1. Appearance of Jesus to the Seven by the Sea of Galilee, 
and his words concerning the tarrying of the beloved 

disciple. 21 : 1-24 

2. Second conclusion of the gospel. 21 : 25 

*• See p. 32. 



